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Ebola cases in Uganda have 
risen to nine, while 265 other 
people are being monitored 
under quarantine, health 
authorities have said.

The nine cases include the 
first victim, a male nurse 
who died the day before the 
outbreak was declared on 30 
January, so far the only fatality.

Eight patients “are receiving 
medical care and are in stable 
condition”, the health ministry 
said yesterday. Seven were 
admitted to a hospital in 
Kampala, the capital, and one 
is being treated in Mbale. AP
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A suicide bomber blew himself up 
near a bank in northern Afghanistan 
yesterday, killing at least five people 
and wounding seven others.

The attack happened near a 
branch of the Kabul Bank in Kunduz 
province, said Jumauddin Khaksar, a 
police spokesman. The dead included 
a guard at the bank. 

No one has claimed responsibility 
and Khaksar said police were work-
ing to track down those who orches-
trated the attack. 

Militants from the Afghan chap-
ters of the Islamic State group 
have carried out bombings across 
Afghanistan. AP
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Police arrest 130 in raids 
targeting Sicilian Mafia
By Francesca Piscioneri 
and Alvise Armellini 
IN ROME  

Around 130 people have been arrest-
ed in a large-scale sting against the 
Sicilian Mafia in Palermo, indicat-
ing that it has remained a significant 
criminal force despite setbacks in re-
cent decades. 

Cosa Nostra, the Mafia syndicate 
based in and around Palermo, ter-
rorised Italy in the 1980s and 1990s, 
but has since been overtaken as 
Europe’s most powerful mob by the 
Calabrian ’Ndrangheta.

The suspects apprehended yes-
terday were charged with crimes in-
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cluding drug trafficking, attempted 
murder, extortion, illegal online gam-
bling and illegal possession of fire-
arms, Carabinieri police said. 

Investigations revealed that Paler-
mo’s Mafia families co-ordinate their 
activities across the city and its prov-
ince, like they used to in the “golden 
days” of Cosa Nostra, police said. 

They said inner-city families had 
regained authority compared to the 
years in which they were dominated 
by a faction from Corleone – a town 
outside Palermo. 

Bosses use modern technology to 
conduct their business, they added.

The Italian prime minister, Giorgia 
Meloni, hailed the arrests as inflict-
ing “a very hard blow to Cosa Nos-
tra” and giving a clear signal that 
“the fight against the Mafia has not 
stopped and will not stop”. REUTERS
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and Marie Mannes 
IN STOCKHOLM 

Government offices, schools and 
workplaces fell silent in Sweden at 
midday yesterday in remembrance 
of the victims of a mass shooting at 
an adult education centre last week 
when a gunman killed 10 people be-
fore turning his weapon on himself.

Rickard Andersson, a 35-year-old 
unemployed loner, opened fire at the 
Campus Risbergska school in Ore-
bro, 125 miles west of Stockholm, on 
4 February. It was the worst mass 
shooting in Swedish history.

Buses and cars stopped on roads 
across Sweden, while many of the 
country’s biggest employers paused 
work to observe the minute’s silence. 

In Orebro, thousands braved the 

cold, packing the central square to 
honour the dead and injured.

“You don’t think something like 
this could happen,” Inger Hogstrom-
Westerling told news agency TT. “It 
happens in the US and other coun-
tries, but you never thought it could 
happen in Sweden and Orebro.” 

Police have said they still do not 
know why Andersson embarked on 
his killing spree. REUTERS
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Election official 
defends vote
The secretary general of South 
Korea’s National Election 
Commission has defended the 
country’s elections amid claims 
by impeached President Yoon 
Suk Yeol that votes may have 
been compromised.

Kim Yong-bin told a hearing in 
Yoon’s impeachment trial that 
the independent commission 
had taken steps to improve cyber 
security after vulnerabilities 
were found. REUTERS
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Rebels threaten 
city of Bukavu
Rwandan-backed M23 rebels in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 
threatened to advance on the city of 
Bukavu yesterday, citing a “danger-
ously deteriorating” situation, amid 
renewed skirmishes on the front line.

The rebels seized Goma, the larg-
est city in eastern Congo, last month 
but paused their march towards 
the capital of South Kivu province. 
Heavy shelling has been reported on 
the front line by rebel, military and 
local sources.  REUTERS
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Two journalists 
receive pardons
Iran’s highest judicial authority 
has pardoned two journalists who 
uncovered the death of a woman 
in police custody that triggered 
nationwide protests in 2022.

Niloofar Hamedi and Elaheh 
Mohammadi were sentenced to 13 
and 12 years in prison respectively 
for reporting on the death of 
Mahsa Amini. News outlet Mizan 
said the pardons were applied on 
the 46th anniversary of the 1979 
Islamic revolution. REUTERS
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Mosul’s Grand al-Nuri Mosque, 
known for its eight-century-old 
leaning minaret, destroyed by 
Isis fighters in 2017, has been 
renovated in a boost for Iraq’s 
second city as it rebuilds after 
long years of war.

From the pulpit of this 
medieval mosque on 4 July 
2014, the Isis leader Abu Bakr 
al-Baghdadi declared a self-
styled “caliphate” spanning 
parts of Syria and Iraq.

Three years later, the terror 
group demolished the mosque 
in the final weeks of a US-
backed Iraqi campaign that 
ousted them from Mosul, their 
de facto capital in Iraq. 

The Iraqis called the 
150ft leaning minaret Al-
Hadba, or “the hunchback”. 
Reconstruction and 
restoration of the mosque 
and minaret were carried 
out in partnership with 
Unesco, the EU and the Iraqi 
State Board of Antiquities 
and Heritage. 

The Unesco director-
general, Audrey Azoulay, said 
over $115m (£93m) was given 
from no less than 15 partners, 
with the UAE and EU the 
most prominent. 

“To have it [the minaret] 
here behind me is like history 
coming back, is like the 
identity of this city coming 
back,” Azoulay said in a speech 
delivered near the mosque to 
celebrate the completion of the 
rebuilding work earlier this 
month. REUTERS
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By Jake Offenhartz, Alanna Durkin 
Richer and Eric Tucker 
IN NEW YORK 

The US justice department has 
ordered prosecutors to drop 
corruption charges against New 
York City Mayor Eric Adams.

It argued in a departure from 

long-standing norms that the 
case was interfering with the 
Democrat mayor’s ability to aid 
the President’s crackdown on 
illegal immigration.

In a memo, acting Deputy 
Attorney General Emil Bove told 
prosecutors they were “directed 
to dismiss” the bribery charges 
against Adams immediately. 

Bove said the order was 
not based on the strength of 
evidence, but because it had 
been brought too close to Adams’ 
re-election campaign and was 
distracting from efforts to assist 
with Trump’s priorities.  AP

Land of 
milk and 
honey

Hindu devotees 
carrying milk pots 
walk over burning 
coals during a 
procession to mark the 
festival of Thaipusam 
in Chennai yesterday  
R SATISH BABU/AFP/
GETTY


